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Viewpoint: photograph taken from single track  path that runs along the southern shore of Loch Duntelchaig at OS grid reference point NH 64304 31823.  This path gives a vantage point where a larger extent of the southern aspect 
of the property can be viewed from relatively close proximity.   

Loch Duntelchaig sits outwith the property, however, the 
native broadleaves that create a fringe of NBL cover along its 
shoreline are key habitat areas outlined within the Long Term 

Forest Plan. 

Commercial woodland forms part of the 
neighbouring Loch Ashie Forest, which extend 

north along the shores of Loch Ashie. 

Larch covered slopes of Creag 
Chlachain – compartment 7.  Noticeable 

sharp edged species boundary highly 
visible when looking onto the property. 

Compartment 10 and was felled in 2024 under 
the previous plan and will be restricted 2026. 

Southern extent of the property as it drops down to Loch Duntelchaig. Compartments 
7, 8. 9, 10,12 and 13 (all visible) fall within the Loch Ness and Duntelchaig Local 

Landscape Area and are the most visible within the landscape. 

Easterton and Duntelchaig is surrounded by commercial woodland and forms a 
contiguous commercial woodland that sits between Loch Ruthven on the south to 

Daviot in the north. 
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Viewpoint showing Felling Phases - key: Phase 1 (red - 2025 to 2030); Phase 2 (orange – 2030 to 2035); Phase 3 (yellow – 2035 to 2040); Phase 4 (green – 2040 – 2045) Bare Ground (black hatch – to be restocked). 

Compartment 10 was felled in 2024 
and is due to be restocked in 2026. 

Phase 1 mainly targets mix of Sitka spruce and Scots pine 
planted in intimate mixes within compartment 12.  Pure areas of 

Larch will also be targeted, helping to mitigate against the 
potential spread of Phytophthora ramorum. 

As per previous felling operations, native broadleaves 
will be retained during harvesting operations, which 

will benefit both landscape and biodiversity. 

Phase 2 continues to target Larch stands mixed with Sitka 
spruce.  Restructuring with suitable species, such as Scots 

pione, will reduce larch component over the next 10 years. To 
mitigate against recognised issues with adjacency, where Phase 

1 and 2 felling coupes sit adjacent to each other, felling and 
restocking of the next felling Phase, in this case Phase 2, will not 
take place before Phase 1 restocked area reaches an average of 

2m in height. 

 

Phase 3 felling will help to further diversify 
the age class and structure of the property. 
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  Viewpoint showing Restocking at year 20 - key: Sitka spruce (solid light blue); Sitka spruce/Scots pine (light blue with orange diagonal line); Norway spruce (solid blue); Scots pine (solid orange); Native broadleaves (solid brown); 
Open Ground (solid grey). 

Replacing the larch crop within compartments 7 and 13 with Scots pine will not only 
mitigate against the potential spread of Phytophthora ramorum but will continue to add 

species diversity that complements the wider landscape.  Restructuring with Scots 
pine will also remove sharp edged species boundaries that are currently present where 
Sitka spruce has been planted in a triangular shape within the main larch component.  

Increase of native broadleaves will help to expand existing cover that skirts the shore of Loch 
Duntelchaig, helping to create a more diverse and attractive property edge.  It will also help 

create a more suitable buffer between non-native conifer crop and existing native 
broadleaves at Loch Duntelchaig. 

The increase in native broadleaves within the Loch Ness and Duntelchaig Local Landscape 
Area will also have a positive effect on this designation. 
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Viewpoint: photograph taken from single track public road (B862) that gives vies from the west side of Loch Duntelchaig at OS grid reference point NH 59800 30286.  The property sits within a contiguous block of mixed commercial 
and native woodland that is made up of neighbouring properties that are managed by private owners.   

 

The landscape around Easterton and Duntelchaig is somewhat diverse with Loch 
Duntelchaig, rolling hills, moorland and mix of commercial conifer and deciduous 

woodland.  The expanse of commercial woodland over a number of ownership 
boundaries helps to create a larger contiguous wooded block that sits well within the 

wider landscape.  
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Viewpoint showing Felling Phases - key: Phase 1 (red - 2025 to 2030); Phase 2 (orange – 2030 to 2035); Phase 3 (yellow – 2035 to 2040); Phase 4 (green – 2040 – 2045) Bare Ground (black hatch – to be restocked). 



Easterton & Duntelchaig 
Long Term Forest Plan Renewal 
Visual Interpretation 
Appendix 13 

6 
 

 

 

 

Viewpoint showing Restocking at year 20 - key: Sitka spruce (solid light blue); Sitka spruce/Scots pine (light blue with orange diagonal line); Norway spruce (solid blue); Scots pine (solid orange); Native broadleaves (solid brown); 
Open Ground (solid grey). 


